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Edward George
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Artists Talk

Dome Rehearsal Room, The Bramall, University of Birmingham

4.00pm -5.00pm

Ahead of the evening's BEASTdome concert, guest artists Edward George and Mariam
Rezaei join us for a discussion on their artistry and careers. Covering their personal
influences and inspirations, turntablism's history and future, and exploration of genre and
the incorporation of hip-hop into Electroacoustic practice, this talk stands as an excellent
companion piece to the weekend's musical presentations.

BEASTdome

Dome Rehearsal Room, The Bramall, University of Birmingham

7.30pm - 9.30pm

Programme
Canon (Premiere, 2024) Jake Williams
Duo Turntable Performance Mariam Rezael and Edward George
FRACTURED (UK Premiere, 2024) Mariam Rezae/l

Programme Notes

Canon Jake Williams

Jake Williams’ new piece, Canon, premiering as part of BEASTdome, including
electroacoustic hits, sound system tapes, and IG rips from this summer’s festival season.



Duo Turntable Performance Mariam Rezael and Edward George

Performing together since Rezaei's 2023 Cafée Oto residency, Edward George and Mariam
Rezaei draw on a range of experimental turntablist techniques for this genre-free duo
improvisation.

FRACTURED Mariam Rezaei

Utilising various creative turntablist techniques, 'FRACTURED' is a snapshot of Mariam
Rezaei's emotional state as she peers out from her studio at the "fucked up” world beyond
the walls. Like its incendiary predecessor ‘BOWN', the album torches genre boundaries,
melting down punk, breakcore, electroacoustic music, Eurodance, avant-rock, grime, hip-
hop and free noise until unprecedented contours begin to appear. This time, Rezaei's teeth
are fully bared - if BOWN' skewered stuffy outside perceptions of her craft, 'FRACTURED
challenges and dares to confront not just the technical constraints of her process, but the
meaning behind popularity, nostalgia and experimentation during a time of chaos. Blithe
and refreshingly raw, it's a cracked, cacophonous soundtrack to a deafeningly broken era.

Rezaei has been developing her own style of turntablism since she was a teenager, and
rethinks the formula from its base elements, contrasting samples and genre identifiers, and
analysing her own signature techniques. Using two to four turntables at a time, she
employs free juggling, turntable sines (controlling sine waves using the pitch slider),
turntable quartets, needle dripping and needle weaving - two new methods she debuts on
'FRACTURED'.



Biographies

Edward George

Edward George is a writer and broadcaster. Founder of Black Audio Film Collective, George
wrote and presented the ground-breaking science fiction documentary Last Angel of History
(1996). George is part of the multimedia duo Flow Motion, and the electronic music group
Hallucinator. He and hosts Sound of Music (Threads Radio), Kuduro - Electronic Music of
Angola (Counterflows). George’s series The Strangeness of Dub (Morley Radio) dives into
reggae, dub, versions and versioning, drawing on critical theory, social history, and a deep and
a wide cross-genre musical selection. Edward George lives and works in London.

Mariam Rezaei

Mariam Rezaei is a multi-award winning composer, turntablist and performer. She previously
led experimental arts project TOPH, TUSK FRINGE and TUSK NORTH, and in November 2022, she
received the Paul Hamlyn Foundation #AwardsForArtists, in recognition of her contribution to
music composition. Her music has recently been described as ‘genuinely ground-breaking’
(London Jazz News 2022) and ‘high-velocity sonic surrealism’ (4* The Guardian 2022). Recent
release BOWN (Heat Crimes) charted no.6 in 7The Wireand no10 in 7The Quietus’best albums of
2023 and was The Quietus album of the week. Boomkat described it as ‘harnessing extreme
technical prowess - phenomenal stuff’.

Recent performances include Turntable Trio with Evicshen and Maria Chavez at Counterflows
and REWIRE festivals 2023, Donau and Archipel festivals 2024; new band The Sleep of Reason
Produces Monsters (with saxophonist Mette Rasmussen, trumpeter/electronics Gabriele
Mitelli and drummer Lukas Koenig) at Café Oto London 2023 and REWIRE 2024 (forthcoming
gigs at Festival Meteo and Berlin Jazz Festival 2024); solo at Jazz a Poitiers, Dublin New Music,
Faun Brno 2024; duos with Valentina Magaletti at Café Oto, Farida Amadou at BoZar Brussels,
Mette Rasmussen at Only Connect Oslo 2024; forthcoming duos with Okkyung Lee, Evicshen,
Will Guthrie, Edward George and Lasse Marhaug at Café Oto. Soloist with Frankfurt Radio
Orchestra for the closing concert at IM Darmstadt 2023, Brussels Philharmonic for Forces In
Motion 2023, Norwegian Radio Orchestra for Only Connect Oslo 2024, BBC SSO for Tectonics
Glasgow 2024. Soloist with London Sinfonietta at HCMF 2023 and Taipei Biennial 2023 in a
quartet with DJ Sniff, Rex Chen and DJ SlowPitchSound. For her three-day residency Cafe Oto
in November 2023, Mariam premiered three new projects: The Sleep of Reason Produces
Monsters, a string trio with Angharad Davies (violin), Atzi Muramatsu (cello) and Semay Wu
(cello), and a duo with fellow turntabist Edward George.
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Jake Williams

Jake Williams is a DJ, scholar and educator whose practice traverse’s soundscape
composition, abstract turntablism, and black electronic dance music. He cut his teeth playing
live electronics with the Warp-signed avant-jazz band Red Snapper, alongside creating music
and sound design for major TV shows and the occasional well-received techno record.
Subsequent live art and audiovisual collaborations lead to further international performances
including a residency at SAT, Montreal and shows at Mutek Festival. His current work, shaped
during a PhD at the University of Birmingham, uses field recording and internet rips, Shazam,
digital DJ improvisation, essay writing, and pedagogy to critically explore both DJ and
experimental music cultures and practices. He is also a founder member of the electronic free
improvisation group Spectral Karaoke.

Upcoming Events

BEASTdome feat Gerriet K Sharma February 152025

BEAST FeAST: Southeast Northwest May 1t = May 3 2025
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